School report

Reigate Parish CofE(Aided) Infant
School
Blackborough Road, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 7DB

Inspection dates

16–17 July 2013
Previous inspection:

Outstanding

1

This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Achievement of pupils

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching

Outstanding

1

Behaviour and safety of pupils

Outstanding

1

Leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Overall effectiveness

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is an outstanding school.
 Attainment is outstanding. Pupils’ results in
reading, writing and mathematics are above
those of most schools nationally and have
been for a number of years.
 Almost all pupils, including vulnerable groups,
make good and often exceptional progress
from their starting points.
 Teaching and learning are outstanding.
Nearly all teaching observed was good with
much that was outstanding in all years.
 There is a strong sense of community
through the spiritual, moral, social and
cultural aspects of the school. This includes
raising funds and getting involved in local
events.
 Pupils are polite and courteous. They feel
safe and happy. Their attendance is above
that of pupils in most schools.

 All leaders are dedicated and aspirational. They
have high expectations of what the pupils are
capable of achieving. They have continued to
improve the effectiveness of the school since
the last inspection.
 Behaviour in lessons is outstanding with pupils
showing a high level of respect for each other
when working together. There are excellent
relationships between pupils and all adults.
 Governors know the school well. They have an
accurate idea of the school's strengths and
areas of development. They ask challenging
questions and hold the senior leaders to
account.
 There are excellent opportunities for parents
and carers to become involved in the school.
Throughout the day there are opportunities for
pupils to develop their interests through
various clubs.
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Information about this inspection
 Inspectors observed 16 lessons of which nine were jointly observed with the headteacher.
 Inspectors considered a range of evidence including: the school’s development plan and selfevaluation, monitoring reports, policies on child protection and special educational needs, case
studies, pupil premium records, attendance records, minutes of governing body meetings,
governors reports, school council minutes, safeguarding information, classroom displays and
records relating to behaviour and safety.
 Meetings were held with a group of pupils, the headteacher, the senior leadership team,
members of staff, the Chair of the Governing Body and several other members, and a
representative of the local authority.
 Inspectors attended an assembly and observed a break time, lunchtime and the breakfast club.
 Inspectors took into account 47 responses to Parent View, the online questionnaire, discussions
with parents and carers and a parents or carer’s letter. Inspectors took account of the views of
staff in 19 questionnaires.
 Inspectors looked at the school website.
 Inspectors analysed information on pupils’ achievement across the school over the past three
years and the school’s own achievement data.
 Inspectors looked at samples of pupils’ work, listened to a number of pupils read in Years 1 and
2 and observed the teaching of phonics.

Inspection team
Jameel Hassan, Lead inspector

Additional Inspector

Victoria Turner

Additional Inspector
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Full report
Information about this school
 This is a smaller than averaged sized infant school.
 Children join the Early Years Foundation Stage full time in Reception.
 The proportion of pupils eligible for the pupil premium, which provides additional funding for
pupils eligible for free school meals, those in local authority care and those with a parent or
carer in the armed forces, is well below average.
 The large majority of pupils are from White British backgrounds with a small number of pupils
coming from a range of different ethnic backgrounds.
 The proportion of pupils who speak English as an additional language is well below average.
 The proportion of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs supported through
school action is average and about one in 10 in the school. The proportion of those who are
supported through school action plus and of those with a statement of special educational needs
is below average and about one in 36 within the school.
 There is no alternative or off-site provision.
 The breakfast club is managed by the school.

What does the school need to do to improve further?
 Improve the quality of teaching by:
ensuring that there are sufficient planned opportunities for pupils to use their writing and
mathematics skills in other subjects
teachers reinforcing pupils’ literacy targets through other subjects.
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Inspection judgements
The achievement of pupils

is outstanding

 Pupils enter Reception with abilities and skills in line with expectations for their age but by the
time they leave Reception, pupils exceed national expectations showing that they make at least
good and often outstanding progress. Pupils continue to make good or better progress in all
years throughout the school.
 Attainment by the end of Key Stage 1 for the past six years has been significantly above average
in all subjects as well as reading, writing and mathematics. School data show that the current
Year 2 pupils are continuing this trend of outstanding attainment.
 The gap is closing between boys and girls in writing. In tackling this, the school changed the
curriculum to ensure that boys are far more engaged to develop their writing from Reception to
Year 2.
 Pupils who have English as an additional language are very small in number but because of the
teaching, there are excellent opportunities to develop their speaking, listening and writing skills
in lessons. With the good support of teaching assistants and appropriate resources these pupils
are able to converse and take part in lessons. As a result they make rapid progress compared to
their peers nationally in Key Stage 1 and the same as their peers in school.
 Effective monitoring of pupils’ achievement is overseen by the senior leaders. Class teachers, as
well as the pupils, have ownership for the next steps in their learning. During lessons, pupils are
given many opportunities to develop and report if they have met their own targets. This is done
consistently and successfully across reading, writing and mathematics, in all years.
 Although small in number, disabled pupils and those with special educational needs do better
than their national counterparts and over the past few years almost as well as their peers in
school by the end of Key Stage 1. Support is in place at an early stage and with the help of
skilled teaching assistants in class and learning support assistants in small groups out of class,
these pupils make excellent progress from their starting points. Outside agencies, such as those
offering occupational, physical and speech therapy, are used to good effect for those pupils who
have specific learning, physical and emotional needs.
 Gaps are closing rapidly between those pupils who are eligible for free school meals and those
who are not. Although a small number, pupils who are eligible for the pupil premium reach
higher standards than similar pupils nationally because of the careful way in which the funding is
used that enables them to make better than expected progress.
 Pupils read widely and often within various lessons. They are supported by parents and carers at
home and have individual reading records which are monitored by the school. Pupils from Year 1
read with confidence to the inspectors, using their good knowledge of letters and sounds. They
were very keen to discuss their chosen books using pictures to help them understand the text.
More-able Years 1 and 2 readers had an exceptional understanding, identifying characters and
plots within fictional stories. Their reading ability is well above their chronological age. As a
result, the results of the phonics screening check for pupils in Year 1 were well above those
found nationally.
The quality of teaching

is outstanding

 During the inspection nearly all the lessons observed were outstanding or at least good because
pupils made excellent progress. Teachers had high expectations and shared with pupils what is
expected of them by the end of the lesson and over time. They were ably supported with
information technology resources to enhance learning. Pupils' work is regularly reviewed to
ensure they are making more-than-expected progress so the school maintains their high levels
of achievement.
 Assessment information is used very effectively by staff to improve pupils' progress by
identifying what they have learnt and what they could learn next. There are many planned
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opportunities for pupils in Key Stage 1 to improve their own learning by being involved in their
own assessments along with their peers.
 In the Reception class lessons are vibrant, lively and active. Different ways of learning are used
effectively to meet the needs of the pupils. Various areas of learning are available both indoors
and outdoors. For example, pupils were investigating speed using water down drainpipes with
plastic ducks. Specific vocabulary is used by pupils that is linked to their activity and builds on
their experience. When pupils were learning about different types of animals a group of pupils
constructed a zoo with Lego making ‘enclosures’ for them to keep them ‘safe’ and ‘secure.’
 In all the classes, disabled pupils and those with special educational needs are quickly identified
and supported extremely well by well-qualified teaching assistants. A good example was seen in
a Year 2 class, where pupils were given the appropriate resources to tackle ways of recording
data through a tally chart and making a bar graph. Interventions are in place for those pupils
who need more support, with learning support assistants who have specific skills helping
vulnerable pupils make at least good progress from their starting points.
 Pupils who are entitled to pupil premium funding are supported through various programmes to
improve their achievement and ensure they are making at least good progress in reading,
writing and mathematics.
 Teachers have excellent subject knowledge. They use the correct mathematical and grammatical
language and so contribute to the outstanding progress made in lessons. Through good open
ended questioning they challenge pupils’ thinking. For example, in a Year 1 lesson pupils had the
opportunity to collect data linked to their minibeast topic and questions helped them to analyse
information, to ensure they understood which was the ‘most’, ‘least’, ‘largest’ and ‘smallest’.
There are opportunities for pupils to extend their literacy and numeracy skills through other
subjects, although pupils’ targets are not reinforced clearly.
The behaviour and safety of pupils

are outstanding

 Relationships are very strong between pupils and staff and between each other. Pupils know
who to go to if they have worries about any issue. Pupils reported that adults in school deal with
their concerns effectively. During lessons, pupils of all ages have excellent attitudes towards
supporting each other in their learning whether in groups or in partner work. In Reception,
pupils shared equipment well and took turns, waiting patiently when playing skittles and
counting how many they had knocked down.
 Behaviour in the playground is excellent and pupils respond well to the expected routines each
lunchtime and break time. An atmosphere of mutual trust and respect has been created.
 Pupils also have excellent attitudes towards learning. Even in the very few lessons that were not
as good as the best, they were able to stay on task for sustained periods. In the outstanding and
good lessons this was the case because they were interesting and the pupils were keen to do
well.
 The overwhelming majority of parents and carers believe their child is happy and safe at school.
Pupils report that they feel safe in school. They are aware of what bullying means and the
different forms of bullying. They know they can speak to an adult if they are aware of bullying
taking place.
 Pupils’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural development is strong. Reward systems are in place to
encourage pupils to do their best. The parent association organises events and raises funds that
support pupils’ cultural learning, such an African drum workshop and a Bollywood workshop.
 Pupils have an opportunity to be part of the school council. They are democratically elected by
their peers. As part of their role, they have delivered an assembly which has informed pupils
about how to keep safe in the school car park. Pupils’ are aware of the routines on keeping safe
in school such as responding to fire drills, the use of computers and protecting themselves in the
sun by wearing hats.
 Attendance is high, punctuality to lessons is good and there are no exclusions.
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are outstanding

 Senior leaders and the governors have taken effective steps to improve many aspects of the
school's work since the last inspection. They have taken action to enhance the tracking of pupils’
progress and the quality of teaching and learning so that there are better outcomes for all
pupils. The local authority provides light touch support for this outstanding school.
 Effective management of teachers' performance and the observation of learning by the
headteacher and other leaders have led to the improvements in teaching, resulting in
outstanding teaching and learning taking place on a regular basis.
 All school staff share the drive and vision for high standards. The headteacher has supported
and provided training for leaders with particular responsibilities to develop their areas. The
teaching assistants and learning support assistants have relevant training to enhance their work
with pupils. There is a shared approach to learning and along with the support staff, teachers
plan effectively to meet all pupils’ needs, identifying the underperformance of individuals or
groups and taking action accordingly. As a result, the school is successfully eliminating
inequalities between different groups of pupils.
 The vast majority of parents and carers are supportive of the school because they believe that
they and their children feel valued. Parent volunteers take an active role in pupils’ learning. A
regular parent forum is in place to share parent concerns and discuss possible solutions. During
the inspection there was an open afternoon for the whole school, where many parents and
carers came in to support their children as they went to meet their new teachers for next year.
Excellent transitional arrangements are in place with local schools when pupils leave at the end
of Key Stage 1. Pupils who have additional needs get further support to make sure they settle in
their new school.
 A vibrant, creative curriculum is enriched in every year group, with visitors and trips to support
it. There are excellent opportunities for cross-curricular activities to take place, such as a design
and technology day, making a Victorian room in a shoe box. However literacy targets are yet to
be reinforced consistently to ensure pupils understand the need to write for different purposes
through other subjects.
 The school provides a breakfast club for working parents and carers where themed mornings
take place such as a French breakfast where they provide croissants as part of their meal.
 There is a variety of lunchtime and after-school clubs which include tennis, French and
gardening.
 The governance of the school:
Members of the governing body play a significant role in driving the school forward. With
support from the local authority, governors are heavily involved in monitoring the
headteacher’s performance. They have attended training which has helped enhance their role.
Members of the governing body bring a variety of experience, which is used to good effect
when monitoring the finance of the school. They know about the quality of teaching and
making checks on arrangements for the performance of teachers in order to inform salary
decisions. Through attending school other that at usual meeting times, they make regular
checks on other aspects of the school's work including how the pupil premium funding is used
to good effect and monitoring aspects of the curriculum. They are very aware how funding
has been spent and what impact it has on those pupils it should help. They have an excellent
understanding of data and how it informs them of pupils’ achievement and allows them to
hold the senior leaders to account. Governors and leaders have a shared vision and ethos
which ensure that all groups of pupils have the opportunity to succeed. They meet their
statutory requirements for safeguarding.
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What inspection judgements mean
School
Grade

Judgement

Description

Grade 1

Outstanding

An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their
education, training or employment.

Grade 2

Good

A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage
of their education, training or employment.

Grade 3

Requires
improvement

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within
24 months from the date of this inspection.

Grade 4

Inadequate

A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and
requires significant improvement but leadership and management
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.
A school that requires special measures is one where the school is
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors.
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School details
Unique reference number

125196

Local authority

Surrey

Inspection number

413333

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
Type of school

Infant

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

4–7

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

180

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair

Deborah Arnold

Headteacher

Frances Davis

Date of previous school inspection

18 June 2008

Telephone number

01737 244476

Fax number

01737 245950

Email address

info@reigate-parish.surrey.sch.uk
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300
123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted
will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to
inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about
schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link
on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners
of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children
and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, workbased learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection.
Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not
exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you
give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.
To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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